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More information about flying your 
drone safely 

These are just a snapshot of 
the rules. Take a look at 
aviation.govt.nz/drones 

for the full rules.  

Be aware if you breach Vanuatu 
civil aviation rules while flying 

your drone you could face disci-
plinary action including prosecu-

tion.  

Want to know more 
or find 
this confusing?  
 
Consider getting some 
training to improve your 
skills and ensure you 
fly safely and legally.  
 
Go to avia-
tion.govt.nz/drone-
training to find a list of 
approved training organ-
izations.  

Consider others, be  responsible 
 
Always keep a respectful – and safe – distance 
from people and property.  

✓ Preflight checklist 

Make sure the battery is fully 
charged and all drone components 
are secure and undamaged.  

Your flying area must be clear of 
people, animals, or anything that 
might cause problems, such as 
powerlines. Get permission if you 
plan to fly over people or proper-
ty, or stay well away.  

You must always be able to see 
your drone. Fly it no higher 
than 120m (400ft) above 
ground level, and only in day-
light, avoiding cloud or fog.  

There are certain areas you 
can’t fly a drone, or where you 
need authorization. Know where 
you’re allowed to fly, and where 
you need to ask for clearance 
first.  

Give way to, and remain clear 
of, all manned aircraft on the 
ground and in flight. If you see 
an aircraft near you, it may be 
safest to land.  

Respect right of way 

Can you Fly Here? 

Eyes on the Drone 

Scan the Land 

Check the tech 



They’re commonly referred to 
as drones, but they’re also 
known as unmanned aircraft or 
remotely piloted air-
craft (RPA).  

 
If you were to care-
lessly launch a 
drone from your 
backyard, there’s a 
chance that you 
could be creating a 
hazard to other air-
craft, and people on 
the ground, as well 
as breaking aviation 
law.  

The civil aviation rules relating to drones and 
model aircraft are known as ‘Part 101’. Everyone 
must fly according to those rules – including you.  

 
Get some training to help you fly safely 
and legally.  
 
Getting an RPA pilot qualification forms part 
of the requirements to fly less than 4km 
from an aerodrome.  
 
Find more information about training and 
a list of approved training organizations, at 
aviation.govt.nz/drone-training.  

 
Always keep a respectful – and safe – 
distance from people and property.  

 
Don’t fly directly over people, 
unless they say it’s OK  

 Don’t fly over property, unless the 
owner says it’s OK. That includes 
houses, farms, land, private lakes, 
boats, and vehicles. If it’s public 
property such as parks, reserves, 
some beaches, national parks, and oth-
er public conservation land, get con-
sent from your local council or the 
Department of Conservation.  

 Don’t fly within 4km of an aerodrome 
unless you have met all the require-
ments, including getting aerodrome 
operator au- thorization and 

an approved pilot 

Can you fly here?  

There is certain airspace where drones must 
never be flown, and other areas where there 
are strict conditions. These areas include:  

 low flying zones  

 

 

 Stay a safe and considerate distance 
away from people and buildings  

 Keep your drone in sight at all times – fly 
only in daylight and when the visibility is good 
– stay clear of fog and cloud.  

 Fly no higher than 120m (400ft) above 
the ground – this keeps your drone be-
low the height of most other aircraft.  

  danger areas  

aerodromes (including heliports)  

military operating areas  

controlled airspace (air traffic 
control zones)  

restricted areas.  

 

You must get permission before flying 

You must ensure the hazard will not 
be unsafe to your flight  

You must never fly in these areas  

What each symbol mean.. 

Drones can’t be flown outdoors at night under 
Civil Aviation Rule Part 101, unless you are 
doing a shielded operation. 

If you need to fly your drone at night un-
shielded you will need to apply for a Part 102 
Unmanned Aircraft Operator Certificate. 

Can I fly a drone at night?  
A shielded operation (or shielded flight) is where your 
drone remains within 100 meters of, and below the top 
of, a natural or man-made object. For example, a build-
ing, tower, or trees. 

https://www.aviation.govt.nz/drones/regulations/part-102-certification-for-drones/applying-for-a-part-102-certificate/
https://www.aviation.govt.nz/drones/regulations/part-102-certification-for-drones/applying-for-a-part-102-certificate/

